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Update the Copyright Act 
now to ensure creators 
can make a living in the 

Canadian music industry!
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REMOVE THE UNFAIR $1.25 MILLION RADIO 
EXEMPTION

•	 The Copyright Act needs immediate changes to 
support thousands of Canadian music creators.

•	 In 1997, commercial radio was struggling, in  
response a special and transitional $1.25 million 
exemption was created to provide temporary relief  
for commercial radio.

WHAT’S UNFAIR ABOUT THE EXEMPTION?

•	 25 years later this subsidy still exists, despite radio 
industry consolidation and extraordinary profits over 
this time. This loophole continues to be exploited at the 
expense of music creators.

•	 Commercial radio is the sole music user to receive this 
privileged treatment.

•	 Performers and Record labels are the only  
rights holders being penalized by this  
exemption in Canada.

WHICH COUNTRIES HAVE A $1.25M 
EXEMPTION FOR RADIO?

Canada is the only country in the entire world with this 
unfair and inequitable subsidy.

WHAT’S THE SOLUTION?

The unfair $1.25 million exemption must be removed  
from the Canadian Copyright Act so radio stations  
can fairly compensate Canadian performers and  
makers for their work.

WHO WE ARE

Re:Sound is the Canadian not-for-profit music licensing 
company dedicated to obtaining fair compensation for 
performers and record labels for their performance rights.

resound.ca/ffmc


